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Hall for Cornwall



TALK.  Tour Pack 2020

3

Contact information

For programming & technical queries


Dylan Frankland 


killthecattheatre@gmail.com


07875080474


For marketing queries


Madeleine Allardice 


killthecattheatre@gmail.com


075731272938


‘Sharp, engaging theatre 
makers with a compelling 
sense of how play & 
interactivity can be used to 
explore urgent issues’ 

Tom Mansfield,  
Artistic Director 
Upstart Theatre
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Who are Kill The Cat?

‘You could well 
find yourself buying 
them a drink’ 

The PRSD

Kill The Cat is a 
collaboration between 
theatre makers Dylan 
Frankland and Madeleine 
Allardice.


We make bold interactive 
theatre that is keenly 
interested in the performer-
audience dynamic and in 
creating a shared sense of 
community and ‘play’. 


Awarded The Bikeshed 
Theatre Graduate 
Company Residency 
(2016-17). Our work has 
toured the UK and has 
been described as having 
the possibility to ‘start a 
new movement in 
theatre’ (The PRSD).


We have received 
mentorship in our practice 
from award winning live art 
duo Nigel Barrett and 

Louise Mari, and 
internationally acclaimed 
director Sophie Hunter.

 

Our previous work includes 
‘A Pint Sized Conversation’ 
(2018) a piece exploring 
depression, looking at 
what it is like to care for 
someone with a mental 
illness. Received ACE 
funding and toured the UK 
(and continues to do so 
now).


2019 has seen us being 
awarded residencies at 
Theatre Deli, Hall for 
Cornwall and intoBodmin. 
Receiving a commission 
for ‘The House Never 
Wins’ from Upstart Theatre 
for Dare Festival at 
Shoreditch Town Hall, as 
well as receiving funding 
for TALK from ACE and 
Feast. 
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A Proven Track Record

Reviews for previous work:  

‘One of the most informative, effective and inventive pieces 
of theatre I’ve ever seen' 	          ✭✭✭✭✭ London Theatre 1


'Totally human, and raw, and urgently, desperately 
necessary…one of the most uplifting and touching moments 
of theatre I have seen in a long time’    ✭✭✭✭✭ Upper Circle


‘Witty, clever, anecdotal and real, not to mention 
enthusiastically uplifting’                       ✭✭✭✭ Ask the Ushers


‘Struck a real chord’.                              ✭✭✭✭ Mind The Blog


‘Innovative and highly effective’                    ✭✭✭✭ Razz Mag


‘Powerful and 
enlightening’ 

Rethink Mental Illness

‘Sharp, engaging theatre makers with a compelling sense 
of how play & interactivity can be used to explore urgent 

issues’ 

Tom Mansfield, Artistic Director of Upstart Theatre

https://www.londontheatre1.com/reviews/review-a-pint-sized-conversation-2018-tour/
https://www.upper-circle.com/home/review-a-pint-sized-conversation-jujus-bar-and-stage
https://asktheushers.wordpress.com/2018/05/27/review-a-pint-sized-conversation-jujus-bar-and-stage/
https://pleasemindtheblog.wordpress.com/2018/05/28/a-pint-sized-conversation/
https://razzmag.com/2017/07/13/pub-talks-a-pint-sized-conversation-review/
https://www.londontheatre1.com/reviews/review-a-pint-sized-conversation-2018-tour/
https://www.upper-circle.com/home/review-a-pint-sized-conversation-jujus-bar-and-stage
https://asktheushers.wordpress.com/2018/05/27/review-a-pint-sized-conversation-jujus-bar-and-stage/
https://pleasemindtheblog.wordpress.com/2018/05/28/a-pint-sized-conversation/
https://razzmag.com/2017/07/13/pub-talks-a-pint-sized-conversation-review/
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What is ‘TALK’ ?

‘Surreal…I felt exposed 
at first but then 
completely relaxed’  

TALK. is a unique interactive theatre piece about connection. 
Audience members are paired with a stranger who they 
experience the piece with and get to know over the course of 
six installations.


Part escape room, part social experiment, part coffee morning. 
Strangers are asked to make cups of tea for their partners, 
paint each other & share memories in a den. 


In a time where the UK has been forced to appoint a Minister 
for Loneliness & our country is divided by Brexit, the simple 
nature of talking to each other becomes a radical act.

Audience response: TALK.
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TALK’s  Structure

To see a short 
video of the 
installations in 
action, as well as 
further info, click 
HERE!

Each installation is 15 minutes long, and can accommodate 
groups of up to 8 people (4 pairs) at a time. The show operates 
on a cannon structure, whereby once one group of 8 has finished 
the first installation they move onto the second installation whilst 
a new group move into the first installation and so on…

It takes 75 minutes to go through all the installations.


The Installations:  
1. 'Tea Time’ - Whilst making cups of tea, pairs find hidden 

“escape room” style clues leading them to conversation 
starters.


2. ‘Art Studio’ -Pairs take it in turns to paint portraits of each 
other while answering questions.


3. ‘Laser Obstacle Course’ as a group the pairs compete to 
guide their partners blindfolded through laser beams.


4. ‘Den’ A sensory and reflective space where without speaking 
pairs are guided via headphones to share memories.


5. ‘Cardboard Armour’ Pairs build cardboard suits of armour 
and solve quests/ riddles. They write on each other’s armour 
things they would like to change about themselves as well as 
what they like about the other person.


6. ‘Museum’ A display of all of the portraits created in the art 
studio alongside reflections on loneliness and connection. As 
the final space, audience are free to linger for as long or as 
little as they wish.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o3cLSli_v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o3cLSli_v4
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Tech & Space Requirements
- Requires 1 day for get in. 


- Does not require a lighting rig.


- We provide different portable sounds systems for the 
installations so do not require access to a PA system. 


- 6 small tables, 12 chairs


‘Strangely intimate…it’s 
made me realise that I don’t 
ask enough questions of my 
friends and new people I 
meet.’

Audience response: 
TALK.

The piece will be tailored to fit the space of your venue. 

Some installations can share the same space but others require 
a little more privacy to operate best and save the surprise! This 
might see us using other spaces in addition to the studio space: 
perhaps a green room/ dressing room/ the corridor outside/ the 
foyer/ bar. But don’t worry, this will be bespoke to you and we 
can expand/ contract how much additional space we take up to 
meet your requirements. 
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Adaptability

We are keen to tailor this experience to your needs as a venue. 
See below a list of options.  

Flexibility: Location

The piece has been designed to exist in a variety of different 
spaces, be they a studio theatre space or offsite in a pop-up or 
temporary location such as an empty shop unit or warehouse. 


Flexibility: Run Time 


Audiences will be able to book different time slots 15 minutes 
apart (e.g 7pm, 7.15pm, 7:30pm) to begin the experience. 


8 people can book into each 15 minute slot therefore if the 
piece runs for 3.5 hours we can reach an audience of 64 whilst 
giving them all a bespoke intimate 75 minute experience 
unique to their encounter.


Or the piece could be more durational and run longer 
throughout the day if that suits your programming and 
audiences better. 


‘Like when your 
parent drops you 
into the deep end 
of a pool before 
you can swim.’

Audience response: 
TALK.
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Show Copy

‘Made me ask 
questions and 
share details you 
wouldn’t normally 
ask.’ 

 Yesterday you might have walked past each other  

 (and not even realised).  

TALK is theatre like you’ve never experienced it before.


Think escape room meets social experiment meets coffee 
morning. 


Journey through 6 installations, in the company of a stranger, 
getting to know each other in a fun and quite frankly bizarre way.


Audience response: 
TALK.
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TALK is Supported by:

intoBodmin


